THE "VICTORY" ENTERS THE BATTLE
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and looked inquiringly at each other. Seeing that no harm was done, Nelson smiled, but said, " This is too warm work, Hardy, to last long." lie then praised the cool resolution of the seamen around him, compelleH to endure this murderous fire without present reply. I To had never, he said, seen better conduct. Twenty men had so far been killed and thirty wounded, with not a shot fired from their own guns.
fttill the ship closed the " Bucentaure." It had been Nelson's purpose arid desire to make her his special antagonist, because of Villeueuve's flag; but to do so required room for the " Victory " to turn under the French vessel's stern, and to come up alongside. As she drew near, Hardy, scanning the hostile array, saw three*, ships crowded together behind and beyond the t( 'Bucentauro." Ho reported to Kelson that ho could go close under her stern, but could not round-to alongside, nor pass through" tho lino, without running on board one of these. The admiral replied, " I cannot holp it, it does not signify whidi wo run on board of. Go on board which -you ploase: take your choice." At one o'clock the bows of the a Victory" crossed the wake of the " Bucantaure," by whose stern she passed within thirty feet, the projecting yard arms grassing the enemy's rigging. One after another, as they bore, tho clouble-ahotted gutm tore through the woodwork of the French ship, the smoke, driven back, filling the lower decks of the " Victory," while person** on the upper deck, including Nelson himself, were covered with tho dust which rose in clouds from tho wreck. From tho relative positions of tho two vessels, tho shot ranged from end to end of the "Bu-contaure," and tho injury was tremendous. Twenty guns wore at oneo dismounted, and the JOSH by that single discharge was estimated, by tho French, at four hundred men. Leaving the further eara of th« enemy'B flagship to her followers, secure that they would give due heed to the admiral's order, that "every effort must be made to capture the hostile com-mander-in*chief," the IC Victory " put her helm, up, inclining to         right^ and ran on board a French seventy-four, the
a Redoutable," whose guns, as well as those of tho French a Neptune/* had been busily playing upon her hitherto. At 1.10 she lay along the port side of the " Rodoutable," the two ships falling off with their heads to tho eastward; and moving slowly before the wind to the east-southeast.